LAKEHEAD UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE

Winter - 2007

PS4513 CONTEMPORARY POLITICAL THOUGHT:

The Power of Food

TUESDAY – 8:30AM-11:30AM – ATAC 2005
INSTRUCTOR: D.WEST 

OFFICE HOURS RB 2033: MONDAY 10:00AM-11:00AM

PHONE: 343-8304

E-MAIL: doug.west@lakeheadu.ca

This course is designed for students who have taken courses in Political Theory and who are completing an Honours degree in Political Science. The objective of the course is to familiarize students with the emerging literature on the politics and philosophy of food. Each week, the class will consist of a lecture, followed by an extended period of discussion. Students are encouraged to bring questions to class that will help to animate the discussion.

GRADING:

60%  3 X Section Summaries – Each student is responsible for analyzing 1 Section in each of the texts. Chapter summaries will include an overview of the author’s intentions, and an analysis of the main arguments that the author provides. The assignments will be 6-8 pages (double-spaced 12 point font) and will include at least 5 outside sources. 

40% Final Assignment – Students will be required to answer questions related to all of the books studied in a final assignment. 

REQUIRED TEXTS:

Pawlik, Thomas F. The End of Food: How the Food Industry is Destroying Our Food Supply- And What You Can Do About It. Fort Lee, NJ.: Barricade Books, 2006.

Pollan, Michael.  The Botany of Desire: A Plant’s-Eye View of the World. New York: Random House, 2002.

Pollan, Michael. The Omnivore’s Dilemma: A Natural History of Four Meals. New York: Penguin Press, 2006.

There will also be readings posted each week on the WebCT page for this course.
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COURSE OUTLINE






        
   Winter 2007

CLASS AND READING SCHEDULE

January 9 – Introduction and General Discussion of Political Theory/Food Security

January 16 – The Botany of Desire – Introduction, Chapter 1

January 23 – The Botany of Desire – Chapter 2

January 30 – The Botany of Desire – Chapter 3

February 6 – The Botany of Desire – Chapter 4, Epilogue

February 13 – The End of Food – Chapters 1,2,3

February 27 – The End of Food – Chapters 4,5,6

March  6 - The End of Food  - Chapters7,8,9,10

March 13 – The Omnivore’s Dilemma – Introduction, Chapters 1-7

March 20 – The Omnivore’s Dilemma – Chapters 8-14

March 27 – The Omnivore’s Dilemma – Chapters 15-20 (Final Assignment handed out)

April 3 – Breakfast Conclusions (Final Assignment and Chapter Summaries are due in class)

